June 5, 2021
Consulate General of Japan in New York
The Permanent Mission of Japan to the United Nations
To Mark World Environment Day (June 5) and World Ocean Day (June 8)
Dear Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry,
We, the undersigned, are groups in the United States. We are sending this letter to strongly
condemn the recent decision of the Japanese government to release approximately 1.25 million
metric tons of radioactive water from the crippled Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant into
the Pacific Ocean. We would greatly appreciate it if you could share this letter with the
leadership of the Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in Tokyo.
We are very concerned that Hitachi’s Advanced Liquid Processing System (ALPS) cannot
remove all radioactive materials before the dumping, as the Japanese government has repeatedly
admitted. The contaminated water stored at the Fukushima Daiichi is fundamentally different
from the water coming from a nuclear power plant during a regular operation.
The contaminated water at the Fukushima Daiichi is highly radioactive because it was used to
cool the highly radioactive melted core of at least four nuclear reactors of the crippled plant that
had meltdowns caused by the loss of cooling capability in March 2011. Due to the ongoing high
radiation dose at the facility – as high as 42 Sv/h in a reactor containment vessel that could kill a
person instantly in addition to 5150 mSv/h in the reactor buildings - the radioactive water
accumulated in the Fukushima Daiichi contains an extremely high level of radioactivity. 1 2
Radioactive isotopes, such as tritium (H-3) and carbon-14 cannot be isolated from water at all by
the ALPS. 3 4 Radioactive iodine, ruthenium, strontium, and other radioactive isotopes may also
remain in the water after being processed by the ALPS.
Last month, three independent human rights experts appointed by the United Nations Human
Rights Council expressed deep regret at the decision of Japan in a joint statement, saying that the
“decision is particularly disappointing as experts believe alternative solutions to the problem are
available.” 5 They expressed their concerns that the dumping of radioactive water from the
Fukushima Daiichi “could impact millions of lives and livelihoods in the Pacific region,” and
such dumping “imposes considerable risks to the full enjoyment of human rights of concerned
populations in and beyond the borders of Japan,” and “reminded Japan of its international
obligations to prevent exposure to hazardous substances, to conduct environmental impact
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assessments of the risks that the discharge of water may have, to prevent transboundary
environmental harms, and to protect the marine environment.” 6
We join international calls for the Japanese government to halt its decision to dump radioactive
water into the Pacific Ocean. We also request the government to explore alternative safer options
of long-term storage at the Fukushima Daiichi or near the site to minimize the health impacts on
people and all living things. Such measures will also protect the environment of the Pacific
Ocean.
Plans to dilute the radioactive water do not change the quantity of radioactivity that Japan will
dump into the Pacific Ocean. Such radioactivity could accumulate in parts of the marine
environment and living organisms through bioaccumulation.
We are also concerned about the long-term impacts on the wide Pacific region from the dumping
of such a large amount of radioactive water. The Pacific Ocean accounts for a large percentage
of the world's fisheries, and many of the communities in the region are dependent on these
resources. In addition, many of the states in the Pacific have long suffered from the effects of
nuclear testing and illicit dumping of radioactive waste by wealthy nations. We must not forget
that these communities have still been living with the threats of remaining contamination
exposure, decimated environments, and generational trauma from nuclear testing.
The dumping of radioactive water into the Pacific is also a violation of international law. The
Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter of
1972 and the London Protocol prohibit dumping of any concentration of radioactive material into
the sea.
Fukushima agriculture, forestry, fisheries, and consumer cooperatives strongly oppose the plan
of Japan to dump radioactive water into the Pacific. Recently they issued a joint statement
regretting that the government has made such an important decision on April 13 without their
consent. They emphasized that they will continue to oppose such a decision to the ocean
dumping until they were convinced that “not only the fishermen but also the international
community and the people of Japan will be able to understand and formulate public opinion in a
sincere manner.” 7 According to a survey by Friends of the Earth Japan to fisheries cooperatives
in the six prefectures of Iwate, Miyagi, Fukushima, Ibaraki, Chiba, and Tokyo, almost all
cooperatives also opposed the idea of ocean dumping. 8
There are alternative options as solutions suggested by Japanese civil society groups, engineers,
and researchers. These alternatives include existing technologies such as building large tanks at
the site of TEPCO. 9 We were disappointed to learn that these alternatives and suggestions were
not even discussed or taken into account.
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We, the undersigned, call on the Japanese government to:
1. Withdraw its plan to release radioactive water from the Fukushima Daiichi site into the
Pacific Ocean.
2. Listen to the firm opposing voices from cooperative organizations of agriculture, forestry,
and fishery businesses and consumers in Fukushima, neighboring prefectures, and
concerned groups in the international communities.
3. Stop the repeated use of misleading phrases such as “treated water” or “ALPS treated
water” to describe the radioactive water processed by the ALPS. Such water still contains a
large amount of radioactive tritium (H-3) and carbon-14, in addition to other radioactive
isotopes, such as strontium-90 that could accumulate in bones and cause bone cancer and
leukemia.
4. Consider and explore alternative options - such as building large tanks using existing
technologies - proposed by the local communities and civil society groups as alternative
solutions to this grave issue.
5. Understand your responsibility to properly educate the international community that
radioactive isotopes such as tritium and carbon-14 from the crippled nuclear power plant
cannot be isolated from contaminated water at all by the ALPS or any other known
technologies. Such radioactivity will remain in the radioactive water that Japan will dump
into the Pacific Ocean for the next 30 to 40 years.
6. Acknowledge that characterization of tritium as harmless is reckless and counter to the
science. Tritium is clinically shown to be more effective at damaging and destroying living
cells than gamma rays. 10 Numerous studies indicate that tritium can produce typical
radiogenic impacts including cancer, genetic effects, developmental abnormalities and
reproductive effects. 11 Tritium can cause mutations, tumors and cell death. 12 Studies also
indicate that lower doses of tritium can cause more cell death, mutations, and chromosome
damage per dose than higher tritium doses. 13
7. Ensure transparency and protect the right to information by promptly publishing all
relevant data and information, both in Japanese and English, regarding the ongoing issues
relating to the radioactive water accumulated in the crippled nuclear power plant.
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8. Conduct regular public hearings and guarantee the participation of residents, mothers,
farmers, fishermen, representatives of civil society groups, and third-party experts
independent from the nuclear industry in the decision-making processes related to these
issues.
Sincerely,
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